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Los Aborigenes de la Republica Argentina. Manual adaptado a los 
programas de las Escuelas Primarias, Colegios Nacionales y Escuelas Normales. 
Por Felix F. Outes y Carlos Bruch. 149 pp. Maps,* ills., index. Angel 
Estrada y Cia, Editores, Buenos Aires. 1910. 8 x 5%. 

This small volume, prepared for use in the higher schools and colleges of 
Argentina, gives a fairly comprehensive survey of the evolution of life in the 
republic. One third of the book is devoted to general notes on the larger geo- 
logic and palaeontologic features of the country. These notes lead up to a 
short discussion of prehistoric man in Argentina. The occurrences of fossil 
human skulls, in the Pampean, and abundant palaeolithic implements, in many 
localities, are the evidences of man's antiquity in that part of the world. 

The remainder of the book covers the groups of aborigines in historic times. 
Six groups are recognized: (1) in the mountains of the northwest; (2) in the 
forests of the Gran Chaco; (3) in the littoral of the great rivers (the Argen- 
tine mesopotamia) ; (4) in the pampas proper; (5) in Patagonia; and (6) in 
the archipelago south of the Straits of Magellan. 

A systematic discussion of each group is given according to a rather rigid 
plan, as follows: the areal distribution of the group; physiography of their 
habitat; physical characteristics of the people; language and symbology; food, 
habitations, dress, and occupations; sports and festivals; religious beliefs, mar- 
riage and funeral rites; social organization; relations to other tribes; barter 
and transportation. A map showing distribution, many illustrations of imple- 
ments, customs, etc., and a bibliography supplement the text for each group. 

The treatment of so many topics in such small space makes each topic 
necessarily very brief — not infrequently only a line or two. Yet in spite of this 
brevity a good many striking contrasts are found when the life of one group 
is compared with another. Many of these contrasts can be traced readily to 
differences in the physical aspects of the region. Walter S. Tower. 

AFRICA 

The Suk : Their Language and Folklore. By Mervyn W. H. Beech. With an 
Introduction by Sir Charles Eliot, xxiv and 151 pp. Maps,f ills, and appen- 
dix. Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1911. g x 6. 

The linguistic and ethnographic material presented entertainingly in this 
brief volume should go far toward the solution of several problems of inner 
Africa. Mr. Beech has not only identified the Suk with the better-known stock 
of the Masai through their Nandi connections, but the careful detail which he 
offers may be expected to broaden our knowledge of the Masai themselves. In 
one rather important particular this study is unique in ethnography. We have 
no small number of instances in which human societies are known to have 
changed their environment and consequently their habit of life, but we lack the 
record of the period in which the change is operative. Mr. Beech makes it 
clear that the Suk are found in this rare stage of flux. In origin they are 
fugitives, sad remnants of war who have found a lonely refuge in the readily 
defensible gully lands of the Elgeyo escarpment. In this condition of safety 
and seclusion the Suk have progressed to an agricultural development. With 
accretion of numbers as an internal result of the fastness security and also in 
continuance of the external refugee system the Suk have become sufficiently 

♦Listed under "Argentina," on p. 317. 

t Listed under "British East Africa" in Bull, Vol. 44, No. 1, Jan., 1912, p. 78. 
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strong to advance upon the plains. Here they have become a pastoral people, 
nomadic within safe limits which yet are sufficiently extended to cancel what- 
ever idea of house and home has been reached in their agricultural stage. This 
change of habitat affords opportunity for a study of cultural modification as 
interesting as it is rare under actual observation. The student of speech in 
Africa will welcome the minute grammatical record presented in this volume, 
and the copious vocabulary will fit into its place in the examination of the 
Masai-Nandi group. William Churchill. 

Ethnology of A-Kamba and Other East African Tribes. By C. W. 

Hobley. xvi and 172 pp. 54 ills., map, appendix and index. University 
Press, Cambridge, 1910. $2.50. 82-2x5^2". 

The A-Kamba tribe inhabits the country between the mountains of Kenia 
and Kilimanjaro in British East Africa. The characteristics of these people 
form the theme of most of this book. Brief notes on other tribes, as the Masai, 
trie A-Kikuyu, the Mogogodo and the Mweru, conclude the volume. 

The description of the A-Kamba and their customs is most carefully and 
interestingly written. From the standpoint of the anthropologist the author 
says that the points of greatest interest are the circumcision ceremonies and io 
connection with them the carvings of pictographic riddles on the Musai sticks. 
A chapter describes the baskets, metal work, pottery, house building, native 
beer, musical instruments bee-keeping and stool manufacturing. This chapter 
and many others are rich in sketches. Among the notes on other tribes is a 
chapter on the "Early Colonization of British East African Highlands," which 
discusses the distribution of the aborigines and the invasions and accidents which 
finally scattered them. R. M. Brown. 

The Climate of the Continent of Africa. By Alexander Knox, xii and 

552 pp. Maps,* index. University Press, Cambridge. 10,11. $7. 9^x6^. 

Information regarding African climates has been accumulating so rapidly in 
recent years, and is scattered through so wide a range of publications, that it 
is a satisfaction to have Mr. Knox's summary. The author has read exten- 
sively all available reports, official and unofficial, and acknowledges the sources 
of his information with complete and refreshing frankness. In the words of the 
Preface, the volume "represents an endeavor to place before those who require 
it such accurate information concerning the climate of Africa as is available." 
We cannot, however, in any way reconcile ourselves to the fact that Mr. Knox 
has nowhere mentioned Hann, or Hann's admirable and unusually thorough 
discussion of the climates of Africa in the third edition of the famous "Hand- 
buch der Klimatologie." 

The rainfall maps,* one for each month and one for the year, are, with the 
exception of those for extreme southern Africa, new compilations and are there- 
fore the most important part of the book. Ten-year rainfall records are taken 
as the basis of the maps, the shorter period stations receiving less weight in 
drawing the isohyetal lines. There has been such a rapid increase in the num- 
ber of rainfall stations in Africa of late years that Mr. Knox has done a wel- 
come piece of work in bringing the newer records together. These rainfall 
maps are first discussed, after which the general climatic conditions of the 
whole continent are considered month by month, thus giving a broad view 
which many who cannot take time to read the whole book will find useful. 
* Listed under "Africa " on p. 317. 



